
Despite early morning rain, the sun was shining when we reached Worcester. 

Our first visit was to The Tudor Museum in Friar St, which is housed in a beautiful 16th century building 
right in the heart of Worcester. 

With the services of Tonia the manager/guide, we explored 500 years of history including Tudor weaving, 
the Cross Keys Tavern with its Victorian kitchen, the story of Richard Cadbury’s coffee house, as well as 
a World War 11 ARP Warden’s office and an early 20th century school clinic.  The Tudor House had 
been all of these establishments over the years. 

Built in the 1500’s the house was originally 3 dwellings occupied by Tudor weaver clothiers.  As 
broadcloth markets declined in the late 1600’s, the Tudor house had to “diversify”.  Up until the early 
1900’s it had housed brewers, bakers, carpenters, widows and even a chip shop owner.  Some rented 
and some owned sections. 

By the beginning of the 20th century, much of the building was owned by Richard Cadbury who, as a 
Quaker wanted to provide a place where local people could buy non alcoholic drinks.  He renovated the 
building as you see it today.  When the Cross Keys was shut, Mr Cadbury incorporated it with the rest of 
Tudor House.  His confectioners shop and Tudor Coffee House remained open until just after the first 
World War.  He then encounted difficulty in obtaining rationed food and eventually the coffeeshop had to 
close. 
For the next 50 years the building housed a school clinic and dentist.  The dentist Mr Matley Moore was 
responsible for renovating Greyfriars House, over the road and now a NT property.  During the 2nd world 
war, Tudor house was used as an Air Raid Warden’s post and evacuee billeting office. 
The building is now managed by Worcester Heritage Amenity Trust.  It has a delightful Victorian tea 
room and is well worth a visit, so much history in such a small building. 
 

 



 



Having viewed Lasketts Almshouses and beautiful gardens we returned over the road to Greyfriars 
House and Garden in Friar street..  A lovely warm comfortable medieval townhouse.  The black and 
white facade of the timber framed building , built in the 1480’s gives visitors the opportunity to walk along 
a street complete with many other black and white buildings that has not changed much since the late 
Middle Ages. 
Over the years it has been the home of well connected Royalists as well as butchers, bakers and 
leathermakers.  It eventually came into the care of siblings Elsie and Matley Moore, who helped rescue 
this remarkable building from destruction.  They left their distinctive marks in every part of Greyfriars 
which all can be explored today. 

The historic walled garden used to be home to a row of blind back terrace houses.  In the Autumn the 
long established fruit trees are heavy with pears and quinces, the size of footballs.  It is a beautiful quiet 
secret garden in the heart of Worcester busy city streets.  Enjoy the comforts of the delightful Elsie’s 
tearoom, in the garden or inside.


